
 

 

April 23 
 

Girls Badminton 
vs. South Elgin 
4:30 PM 
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Dear Fellow Blackhawk Families, Friends, and Fans, 

As we conclude another Winter Sports season and look forward to 

the spring the West Aurora Blackhawk Sports Boosters will contin-

ue fundraising to support Athletics.  Supporting our student ath-

letes and sharing their accomplishments is what makes the West 

Aurora Blackhawks program so successful. The West Aurora 

Blackhawk Sports Boosters have been supporting our athletes and 

teams since 1970, and we have contributed well over a million dol-

lars to date. 

We are at the beginning stages with nominations for the Black-

hawk Sports Boosters Board for the 2015-16 academic school 

years. The Blackhawk Sports Boosters look forward to your con-

tinued support in helping out all the athletic programs. In addition 

to your financial help by becoming a Sports Booster Member, why 

not join the fun and volunteer your time through a variety of posi-

tions. As always if you are interested in serving or just volunteer-

ing with the Board please feel free to contact us. Like in years past 

I am very excited with the enthusiasm, dedication, and the support 

this Board brings to the table each year.  

The Athletic Department and the Sports Boosters have been busy 

fulfilling the “Wish List” for all sports at the high school and mid-

dle schools, further information regarding the capital items will be 

on the website. Make your plans now to attend the Annual West 

Aurora Blackhawk Golf outing on Friday, June 5th.   

Again, thank you for your continued support for the West Aurora 

Blackhawks. Your generosity means a great deal to our athletes 

and community. 

Roll on, you Blackhawks Roll… 

 

May 11 
 

Boys Tennis 
vs. Waubonsee 
Valley 
4:00 PM 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT October 17  

FOUNDED IN 1970, 
The West Aurora Blackhawk Sports Boosters is the official athletics fundraising organization of West Aurora High School.  
Since its inception, the Boosters have raised more than one million dollars toward support of athletic scholarships, equip-
ment and supplies.  This year, thanks to your contribution, the Boosters have proudly provided more than $65,000 to sup-
port our coaches’ ‘Wish List’ requests! 

Save 
These 
Dates 

April 14 
 

Girls Track  
vs. IMSA/PS/EA 
4:30 PM 

April 18  
 

Boys Track  
John Bell Invite 

10:00 AM 

“Teamwork: I find it fascinating 
that a snowflake, by itself, can be so 
delicate; but when they team up, 
they can close  down an entire 
city.” ― Steve Maraboli 

Check out the athletic website at 
http://il.8to18.com/WestAurora/ 

May 5 
Girls Soccer  
 vs. East Aurora 

6:30 PM 

 

SPORTS BOOSTERS 

Board Members 

 

 
President  
Greg Jackman  
 
Vice-President 
Ed Kane  
 
Secretary 
Kara Gaffino 
 
Treasurer 
Kathy Jackman 
 
Finance 
Roger Curless 
 
Athletic Director 
Jason Buckley 
 
Principal 
Chuck Hiscock 
 
Faculty Representative 
Chris Ranallo 
 
Communications 
Donna Olson, chair 
Jody Jankovsky 
Tom Herget 
 
Concessions 
Greg Davis, co-chair 
Michelle Sak, co-chair 
Sara Davis 
 
Membership 
John Lehman, chair  
Diane Thomas 
 
Merchandise 
Bella Love, chair 
Kim DesJardine 
 
Projects 
Joe Kosner, Chair 
Bill Corbin, 50/50 & yard 
signs 
Scott Voris, golf outing 
Mike Poppen, golf outing 
Ray Roos, programs 
Fay Griffin 
Mark Theis 
 
Social Activities 
Rhonda Mont, chair 
Jill Muth 
 
Volunteers 
Chair (VACANT) 
Sharon Bulley 
 
Members at Large 
Linda Barber 
Harry Koth 
Neal Ormond 
John Sudges 
 

 

www.BlackhawkSportsBoosters.org 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4491185.Steve_Maraboli


 

 

 

You can still be a part of the West Aurora  
Blackhawk Sports Boosters! 

 
Visit our webpage at: 

www.BlackhawkSportsBoosters.org 
 

To print a membership application or to join online, 
click on the Boosters Info section 

 
We have our annual open meeting on  

Monday May 11. Come “be a part of it” and meet 
our board and other members! 

 
Questions? Contact us at  

Info@BlackhawkSportsBoosters.org 
 

We have opportunities to volunteer your time and 
talents to support West Aurora athletics.  

 
You can give a couple of hours, or as many hours 

as you would like. The student-athletes and  
coaches appreciate your support by donating your 

time, talent and financial gifts. 

It’s  
not  
too  

late... 

  

Spring 2015~ Page 2 

http://www.blackhawksportsboosters.org


 

 

 

Roundball Recap 
 

By Chris Faber 
 
Well, Sports Fans, another basketball season is in the books. As these things usually go, it was a sea-
son with some ups and downs, and I’m not just talking about Roland Griffin’s dunks. Coach Kerkman 
and company opened the season in usual fashion by heading out to Rock Island for the Thanksgiving 
Classic. After a couple weeks of practice, everyone is always anxious to get on the floor and start play-
ing games that count. The coaches take this time to pass on wisdom to the new players, such as the 
intricacies of the zone press, execution of a baseline inbounds play, and the proper amount of ice 
cream to add to your brownie bowl during the team dinner at Ryan’s Buffet. West went 2-2 in Rock Is-
land, finishing 3rd overall.  
 
After the Thanksgiving trip, it was time for the Blackhawks to make their return to the Upstate Eight and 
being their conference season. It was evident from the very beginning that this is not the Upstate Eight 
that we remember, as this conference features new starting times, games on Thursday nights, and a 
season opener that took place at a school that came into existence in 1997, a mere 130 years after 
West High. I’m fairly certain there are newspaper clippings in Gordie’s office that are older than Bartlett 
High School. The Blackhawks found themselves losing the conference opener in a triple-overtime 
heartbreaker, then bouncing back strong the next night with a convincing victory over That Team From 
The Other Side Of The River. They went 4-2 in December before heading to the 84th Annual Pontiac 
Holiday Tournament. The first two days in Pontiac were successful, with victories over Lockport and 
Oak Park River Forest, and then they finished up December with a loss to state-ranked Simeon in the 
semi-final and then bounced back with a win over St. Charles North to take home the third place trophy 
on the last day of the month.  
 
After Pontiac, West Aurora got a little break that ended up turning into a long break, due to Old Man 
Winter entering the scene and causing a scheduled game against Waubonsie Valley High School to be 
postponed. After a 16-day layoff, they finally got back in action with a home game against Bartlett, 
where they avenged the earlier loss with a 68-55 victory on their home court. January was good for the 
Blackhawks. They went 5-1, with the only blemish coming to a very talented Chicago Whitney Young 
team in a shoot-out at Glenbard East 
 
February had some highlights and lowlights. Coach Kerkman was injured while shoveling snow during 
the 19” snowstorm on Feb. 1 and missed the game against Metea Valley, which the Blackhawks lost. 
Then came a highlight as they got another taste of sweet revenge with a resounding victory over 
Neuqua Valley at home on Senior Night. Another lowlight followed on the next night, when they lost on 
the road against That Team From The Other Side Of The River. The next game featured a very big 
highlight, however, when they traveled to South Elgin and Marquis Howard set a school record by mak-
ing 14 three pointers, securing Coach Kerkman’s 800th career victory. Overall, February featured 4 
wins, 2 losses, and 1 night where coaches Kieffer and Batka wore the same color shirts. 
 
As March arrives, the Madness begins. West High hosted the Regional and won it for the 40th time, 
Coach Kerkman’s 24th Regional title. The moved across the river for the Sectional, where they took 
home the school’s 21st Sectional Championship, Coach Kerkman’s 13th title as head coach. From 
there, it was on to the Super-Sectional for the 3rd time in the past 4 years. the Blackhawks went to bat-
tle with three players out of the line-up against Bolingbrook. This team, which began the season starting 
5 seniors, had to feature a much different look. There were times when this varsity basketball team had 
3 sophomores and a freshman on the floor together. The effort that West Aurora put on the floor that 
night was nothing short of spectacular. They came up a point short, but there wasn’t a fan in the house 
that didn’t walk out of the gym impressed and proud of the effort displayed by the Blackhawks on that 
night. It was a successful season with an impressive post-season run that left fans excited to see what 
the future holds for West Aurora Basketball. 
 

Chris Faber is the assistant voice of the Blackhawks for the past ten years.  
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Charlie’s Angles 
For Coaching Wrestlers at West High Stay Current with Curran 

 
By Tom Herget 

 
Charles Curran is in his first year as West High’s wrestling coach.  Charlie, who has long had a passion for grappling, was a state qualifi-
er at his home high school Hersey in Arlington Heights.  Charlie continued this avocation at Elmhurst College where he won All-
American honors.  He graduated in 2011 with a major in special education. 
 
Charlie’s first job was with District #129.  He teaches a self-contained class of students who are learning-challenged.  The three to six 
youngsters in his class study math, English, science, vocational skills and life skills.  Charlie has these same pupils all day. 
 
Charlie finds it particularly rewarding to help these young adults with their social manner and to help develop a community-based skill 
set.  He finds it frustrating when students struggle and do not believe in themselves.  Some are good at the academics but foreign to so-
cial skills; the next student may be the reverse. 
 
Shifting to after school, there are six coaches in the wrestling program.  They oversee the varsity, JV one, JV two and frosh-soph squads.  
About 125 students try out each year; 90 pin down a spot on the team.  The coaches promote an 11 month season.  September and Oc-
tober see weight training, conditioning and open mats.  The season commences in November and concludes in February.  Free style and 
Greco, at the club level, run from March to May.  June and July are camps.  Thank goodness for a free August. 
 
There are many attributes for the success of this program.  Charlie credits the work ethic of his predecessors George Dyche and Mike 
DiNovo for creating a strong program.  This strength is fortified by an impressive middle school program as Jaguars, Jay-hawks, Gener-
als and Huskies feed quality grapplers into West High. 
 
Charlie lives near the Fox Valley mall.  But he’s not a shopper; he enjoys reading, researching and brewing his own beer.  In June of 
2015 he will be a happy groom.  New wife Laura will excel in preparing lettuce and toast for dinner. 
 
Charlie is quite excited about our new superintendent’s (Jeff Craig’s) experience with and enthusiasm for wrestling.  Charlie is eager to 
see the new wrestling arena with sky boxes.  Well, more realistically, how about new ear guards?   
 
We doff our caps to Charlie as his head and heart reach out to so many students. 

Chalk Talk 

UPCOMING   

MEETINGS: 

 
Monday April 13 
 
Monday May 11 
(Open Meeting-all are  
invited) 
 
All meetings (unless  
otherwise noted) are held 
at 7:00 PM in WAHS 
Room B140 

ANNUAL GOLF  

OUTING: 

 

Friday June 5th 
Bliss Creek Golf Club 
 

Shotgun starts at 7:30 AM and 
1:00 PM. Dinner will be served 
afterward. 
 

To register go to: 
 
www.blackhawksportsboost
ers.org/fund-raising/golf-
outing/ 
 

SHOP FOR YOU OR 

YOUR FAVORITE 

ATHLETE: 

 

Visit our online store for 
spiritwear at: 
 
http://
www.8to18lockershop.com/
Booster-Store_c44.htm 
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Winter Scholar Athletes 
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BOYS SWIMMING & DIVING 
 
James Iglesias 
Tyler McLaren 
Joe Ochenschlager  
Ethan Wahl 
 
POMS 
 
Hailee Brauer  
Olivia Daylor  
Erikah Diaz  
Claire Erickson  
Tori Joray  
Savannah Kral  
Riley LeMaire  
Marissa Schmid 
Ellie Sheldon 
Gabriella Tovar 
Ashlie Rifkin  
Lauren Rieder 
 
GIRLS BOWLING 
 
Paytynn Kuhns 
Sydney Lundell 
Corey Mccreedy 
Jamie Mccreedy 
Emma Wilson 
 
(Boys Basketball unavailable at  
time of publication) 
 

CHEER 
 
Rylee Ashman  
Samantha Bacci  
Katlynn Davis 
Rose Fitzgerald 
Katie Gray 
Olivia La  
Stephanie Lawrence 
Jillian Lehman 
Rebecca Pearson 
Emma Scatterday 
Malley Smith 
Savannah Swayze  
Janie Voris 
 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
 
Carley Frauenhoff 
Teryn Griffin 
Selene Martinez 
Jemya Mcclendon 
Alexis Perez 
Waylon Hornbeck 
Bailey Ziman 
 
WRESTLING 
 
Nicholas Catalano  
Cody Hett  
Erik Olson 
 
 

Congrats to our varsity athletes! 



 

 

 

2014-2015  
Cheerleading 
 
 

 The 2014-2015 West Aurora cheerleading season has been 
filled with many fun and exciting experiences, as well as 
some noteworthy personal and team accomplishments.  
This summer, both the junior varsity and varsity squads trav-
eled to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for the 
second time to partake in the Universal Cheerleading Associa-
tion (UCA) stunting and tumbling camp.  While attending, 
both squads exceled in adding advanced stunting skills to 
their list of abilities and were able to build a foundation of 
fond memories. Also, our very own varsity co-captains, 
Vatani Vongkorad and Emma Scatterday, proved to be wor-
thy of The All American Cheerleader title. 
Over the course of both the Fall and Winter seasons, our 
squads have been very busy reaching out to the younger gen-
erations by helping our community cheerleaders grow as peo-
ple and as athletes. The Blackhawks hosted a total of three 
clinics, one devoted to our middle school cheerleaders, one to 
our elementary cheerleaders, and one encompassing all ages 
(K – 8).  
There were many firsts this year for WAHS cheer. This year 
was the first year our program has welcomed a manager to 
help with both the junior varsity and varsity squads. Her name 
is Kiarra Cotto and we couldn’t have hoped for a better per-
son to fill her position! We were also lucky enough to help the 
pop warner Fox Valley Gator Cheerleading organization host 
a multilevel cheerleading competition right here at West 
High. It was an exhilarating experience which gave our pro-
gram many opportunities to portray why West is best. Finally 
on our list of firsts, East Aurora and West Aurora combined 
forces in order to provide an opportunity for our middle 
school cheer squads to show off their skills and perform at 
their first ever City of Lights Tournament. Both West and 
East high cheerleaders helped run the event to ensure its suc-
cess.  
This season our junior varsity squad was pronounced co-ed 
with the addition of two male cheerleaders, Mac Smith and 
Zach Popp. This meant we now had girls and guys who were 
able to work on perfecting their existing skills while acquiring 
new, higher-level skills too. All season long they strived to 
improve flexibility, build strength and raise their standards to 
keep reaching personal bests.  
In addition to cheering on our Blackhawk football team in the 
fall, and our basketball team all the way to super sectionals in 
the winter, we too ventured our way into our own competi-
tions at Buffalo Grove High School and Neuqua High School 
which hosted our Upstate Eight Conference Competition. All 
the hard work, persistence and dedication these teams contrib-
uted in preparation for this event showed as a final result. 
Both squads showed leaps and bounds of improvement and 
certainly matured in each category that included cheer, dance, 

jumps, tumbling and stunting. As a result from our placement 
at the UECC, one varsity cheerleader was awarded the All-
Conference title. Because Stephanie Lawrence is always driv-
en to be the best, possesses an extreme amount of raw talent, 
and has the heart and the character of a natural born leader, 
she received this unique acknowledgement. Her family and 
she will be invited to attend the Excellence in Athletics Ban-
quet for West High athletes in June of this year.  
Looking back on all of the success and memorizes created 

throughout the season, it’s obvious that our growing program 

has a progressive vision that will only strive to overcome the 

biggest and the best obstacles now and in the future. The same 

goes for this year’s seniors, Rebecca Pearson, Rose Fitzger-

ald, Shalesa Hetherington, Sarah Grace, and Emma Scatter-

day. Ladies, we wish you the best of luck on all your future 

endeavors, but in your hearts, please remember that you will 

always remain a West Aurora Blackhawk. 

 

 

 

2015 Boys’ Swimming 

and Diving 

 

The boys swimming/diving team had a ter-
rific season. Chris Garcia our diver this year 
was able to compete at our conference meet 
making sure he had all 11 dives completed. 
Chris was brand new to the program and did 
an excellent job for us this year on the 
boards. Our junior varsity team finished 
their season at the conference meet with 
100% best times overall. We even had two 
relay teams that were recognized on the 
blocks for their final place. The varsity 
swimmers finished their season at the sec-
tional meet (Neuqua Valley High School) 
with 100% best times for the season and our 
freshman Tyler McLaren just missed the 
200 IM state cut by 1 second. Overall, the 
boys had one of the best seasons of swim-
ming/diving at West Aurora High School. 
 

  WINTER 2015 
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2015 Girls Bowling 
  
The West Aurora Girls Bowling Team had a very success-
ful year. 
Varsity stats…9:3 overall match wins/losses (34:8 Up-
state Eight Conference; Points given per game) 
JV stats…8:3 overall match wins/losses (22:8 Upstate 
Eight Conference; Points given per game) 
Both Varsity and JV finished 2nd in the Upstate Eight 
Conference, in their respected divisions. 
Varsity Bowler Jamie McCreedy came in 1st place in the 
Upstate Eight Conference with a 221.5 season average, 
Corey McCreedy came in 7th place with a season aver-
age of 200.2, and Paytynn Kuhns placed 10th with a 
191.2 season average. 
During Regionals, West Aurora place 3rd, advancing the 
team to Sectionals. Jamie McCreedy took 2nd place at 
the Regionals tournament with 1271 series (211.8 aver-
age) and Sydney Lundell placed 14th with 1156 series 
(192.7 average).  Paytynn Kuhns came in 20th with 1118 
series (186.3 average). 
During Sectionals, West placed 3rd, advancing the entire 
team to the State Competition.  Leading the team was 
Sydney Lundell who came in 2nd place with 1296 series 
(216 average). 
At the State Competition, West Aurora came in a victori-
ous 4th place with a 201.3 overall team average.  Jamie 
McCreedy placed 9th with a 216.9 average. 
The team plans on returning to the State Competition 
next year and coming home with a trophy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dance Team 2014-2015 
 
We started our season with summer practices and Uni-
versal Dance Association (UDA) camp.  The routines 
learned at camp were performed at the Fall Jamboree 
and at the Homecoming Pep Assembly.  At UDA camp, 
five Varsity dancers earned the title of All-American 
dancer.  A huge congratulation to the following dancers 
for their accomplishment: 
  
Hailee Brauer- Senior 
Tori Joray- Senior 
Olivia Daylor- Junior 
Maddy Flynn- Junior 
Kaitlyn Prentiss- Junior 
 
The team is especially busy during the fall season with 
homecoming activities!  In addition to participating in 
homecoming activities, the team participated in several 
community service opportunities including: Mutual 
Ground’s Walk for Hope and West High’s Fall Festival.  
The team always enjoys giving back to the Aurora com-
munity.   
 
The Varsity team competed with IHSA this season.  
They competed at five competitions hosted by the fol-
lowing schools: Wheaton North, Fremd, Waubonsie Val-
ley, and Geneva (Conference).  Our sectional competi-
tion was hosted at Eisenhower High School.  With a lot 
of hard work and persistence, the team placed 8th out of 
16 teams at the sectional competition.  From our first to 
our last competition, our routine’s score increased by 
approximately 16 points.   
 
The following dancers were recognized as Upstate Eight 
All Conference Athletes:  Alyssa Arocho, Olivia Daylor, 
Tori Joray, Ellie Sheldon 
 
CONGRATS to all Blackhawk dancers!  We are proud 
of you!      

  WINTER 2015 

 SPORTS IN REVIEW 

Supporting District 129 Athletes  Winter 2015 ~ Page 7 
www.BlackhawkSportsBoosters.org 



 

 

 

2015 Wrestling 
Freshmen team-Conference Runner's up 

JV1 team-Conference Champions 

4th Place team finish in the Upstate Eight Conference 
Tournament 
Conference Champions 
Isaac Jacquez 
Chachi Jacquez 
Erik Olson 
Other All Conference Wrestlers 
Alex Gonzalez 
Rashann Ford 
 
Chachi Jacquez Named Outstanding Wrestler of 
UEC Conference Tournament 
 
5th place team finish at the Regional Tournament 
4 sectional qualifiers 
Isaac Jacquez-Champion 
Chachi Jacquez-Champion 
Alex Gonzalez-Champion 
Rashaud Jefferies-3rd Place 
 
Isaac Jacquez-Sectional Champion 
 
3 State qualifiers 
Isaac Jacquez-5th place 
Chachi Jacquez-5th place 
Alex Gonzalez-6th place 
 
This is a new school record to have 3 wrestlers place in 
the top 6 at their weight class at the IHSA State Tourna-
ment. Chachi Jacquez set a school record for single sea-
son win record with 51 wins. 
 
Overall it was a great showing for the Blackhawk Wres-
tling Team this season. It was very impressive to watch 
the way our team competed throughout the entire season, 
but most importantly at the end of the season. The 
coaching staff asks a lot of these wrestlers daily and for 
them to be able to compete so well during the end of the 
season tournaments was very inspiring to watch. As a 
first year head coach it is rare to have a group that has 
this much success, and I think that is attributed to the 
quality group of young men we had the honor to coach 
this year. We look forward to continuing to work with 
the underclass men to help them develop in wrestling 
and life, and we wish the seniors the best of luck in their 
future endeavors.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2014-15 Girls’ Basketball  
      

Booster club: Thank you for supporting the 
Girls’ Basketball team and your generous dona-
tion.   We were able to purchase Varsity back-
packs and pass our old ones to the sophomore 
and freshman teams for use next year.   
 
Our West Aurora girls’ basketball team found 
themselves a bit whelmed at times this year due 
to a lack of overall experience and player age. 
These girls showed great growth by closing the 
gap to compete with some very challenging 
teams in the second round of the season.  We are 
a young athletic team, who has a strong desire to 
win.  We are looking forward to next season and 
all our players will be returning. 
 
Carley Frauenhoff, junior guard was named All-
Conference, Player of the Week for the Daily 
Herald. 2nd Team Daily Herald.  
Carley Frauenhoff broke the school record by 
making 89 three point shots in one season. 
Ashley Williams was Honorable Mention All-

Conference.  
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Congratulations to our winter sports state competitors! 
 

Wrestling:  Isaac Jacquez (5th place) 
Chachi Jacquez (5th Place) 
Alex Gonzalez (6th Place) 

 
Bowling:  Team 4th place in state 

Jamie McCreedy 9th place individual 

Learn and Earn with Vern 
Rich Vernon on Teaching and Coaching 

By Tom Herget 
 
Rich Vernon is Nancy Hill’s physical education teacher.  He instructs all Hill students, from kindergarten through fifth grade, in the value of 
physical fitness.  Since the students get but fifty minutes a week, Rich converts this structured chaos into something the kids enjoy and value.  
The emphasis is on fun.    
  
When Mr. Vernon’s day job is over, he heads west and dons the cloak of Coach at Herget Middle School.  There Rich has led Huskie basketball 
and soccer teams since the school opened. 
 
Rich has spent much of his life in the vicinity of HMS.  Born in Chicago, Rich came to Elburn with his family.  He graduated from Kaneland 
High School where he rubbed elbows (shoulders?) with famous Knight athletes P.J. Fleck and Don Beebe.  Rich didn’t stray too far to start 
college, enrolling at Waubonsee Community College.  Two years later, Rich matriculated to Western Illinois University where the Leatherneck 
earned his degree in K-12 Physical Education.  Finally, he completed his Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership at Aurora University. 
 
Rich has always practiced what he has preached.  In high school Rich ran cross country, played basketball and ran track.  Rich earned all-state 
honors in CC as a senior; at Waubonsee he continued this long distance sport.  Today you will find him still honing his basketball and softball 
skills in the evenings and weekends. 
 
Coach Vernon has footed the instructional duties for Herget Huskie soccer for ten years.  He coaches boys and girls, 7 th and 8th grade.  To keep 
his tutorial talents up to speed, Rich tracked the World Cup soccer tournament last summer, reporting that Ghana’s and Portugal’s games were 
the ones to remember.  Rich also noted our American players were built like accountants; many US football and basketball players would make 
great additions to US soccer. 
 
Additionally, Rich also oversees the Huskies’ basketball programs.  The boys have made the City of Lights final four 4 times in the last 5 years.  
Rich’s most renowned player was UConn’s Ryan Boatwright; Rich recalls how the 8th grader could hoist the entire team on his shoulders.  As 
for the girls’ teams, kudos to Rich for leading them to the city title in three of the past four years.  Rich thanks West’s coach Connie Siljendahl 
for creating a Lady Blackhawk youth league and producing the talent that is coming through the middle schools. 
 
What does Rich enjoy most about coaching?  Remembering where individuals started, watching the improvement, and then looking at the team 
product at the end of the season.  And what could be better about the coaching experience?  Rich rues that fact that some candidates are exclud-
ed from participating because they cannot get a ride home from 100%-bused Herget.  Could an activities bus that drops kids off after practice at 
their elementary school give all students a chance to participate? 
 
What does Rich enjoy most about teaching?  It is experiencing the richness of ethnicity inherent in the district’s population.  It is feeling the 
excitement that the kids show for being in PE class.  And what might be frustrating?  That the kids get only 50 minutes a week of this activity.  
He is aware of budget issues. 
 
One of Rich’s most precious encounters at Hill had to do with not just a student, but a student teacher.  Dial the clock back 15 years and Rich 
couldn’t help but want to collaborate with then-intern Kelly.  The two are now happily married… and still teaching in the same school.  
 
Rich and Kelly enjoy grilling their own pizzas.  When not doing the cooking themselves, the pair may be found dining at Chicago steakhouses.  
If there’s a national shortage of ribeyes, now you know why.  During the summer, the Elburn couple enjoys travelling to San Diego.  Greeting 
them on their return home are Pancho and Sadie, two of the world’s best dogs. 
 
The canines may not be Huskies, but the Huskies at HMS and the children at Hill are fortunate to have Rich as their teacher, coach and mentor.  
We salute and thank Rich for his relentless devotion to the students in the district. 

Chalk Talk 
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Season’s Over 

By Tom Herget 
 

It is time to exhale.  The mercurial Blackhawk boys’ 
basketball season is now behind us. 
What a season it was.   
 
 
For starters, from October on, this team got smaller.  We lost a 6 foot 9 player at the beginning, a 6 
foot 5 player in the middle and a 6 foot 2 player at the end.  But the intensity increased, suggesting 
size does not matter. 
It was a roller coaster season, with some awesome blowout wins and a signature loss here and there.  
The atmosphere at West, which seems inviting to WA fans, is actually intimidating to our opponents.  
More than once, at different games, people were heard saying “this is the best game I’ve ever seen.”  
We witnessed a real rivalry game.  Our coach notches his 800th win.  And sophomores go undefeated.   
So much to celebrate! 
When the post-season tournament starts, players and fans take it one game at a time.  We win four in a 
row, capturing regional and sectional titles.  Now it is OK for the P-word (Peoria) to creep into our 
thoughts and plans. 
Then, the super-sectional.  The day turns into a horror movie that you cannot turn off.   
First, word drifts out that our sixth man is out with a broken foot.  As if that’s not enough, soon we 
hear our all-state candidate is out due to an altercation at school.  This news mutes the Blackhawk na-
tion but there is a reason you play the game.  The Bolingbrook Rowdies rub it in at introductions, 
chanting “where is Roland?”.  In the third quarter, as the Raiders pull into a double-digit lead, they 
mercilessly chant “you need Roland.”  So what happens?  Our under-heighted underclassmen up their 
game and pull into a tie.  A last-second shot glancing off the rim ends the season. 
It is a shame that the state couldn’t witness our brand of Blackhawk basketball.  Our trio of five nine 
guards certainly made the all-piranha team.   
Economically, the final four almost realized the Peoria Chamber of Commerce’s dream.  In the quarter 
finals, three of the four teams whose community would best enhance the local gross domestic product 
won. 
Stevenson won it all, undisputedly the best team in the state.  But who holds the distinction of being at 
the other end?  Sadly, the bottom of the barrel belongs to Rolling Meadows, who lost to Dundee-
Crown, who lost to Barrington, who lost to Conant, who lost to St. Aviator, who lost to Lake Park, 
who lost to Geneva, who lost to Normal, who lost to Stevenson.  Some team has to be there. 
Season’s over.  So much trauma, so much drama.  So many ups and downs.  While it is difficult to 
transition to spring tennis, we can reflect on any lessons learned.  One is a reminder that teenage boys 
sometimes behave like teenage boys.  Another:  while under much pressure and appeal, the admin-
istration stuck to its policies.  They did not cave.  While painful, administrative actions did serve to 
reinforce if not enhance the West Aurora aura and the value of its diploma. 
 

Tom Herget is an attendee of WA games since 1955 when his father was sophomore coach and a    

regular contributor to this newsletter. 
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Platinum Level 
 A+ Foundation 

 Aurora Dental Group - Dr. Anthony Glorioso 

Gold Level 
 Dreyer, Foote, Streit, Furgason, & Slocum, P.A. (info@dreyerfoote.com) 

 Kirhofer's Sports 

 Northwest Pool Service, Inc. 

 Old Second Bank 

 Sure Smile Dental - Dr. Scott Sommers (suresmiledental@hotmail.com) 

Silver Level 
 Ace Hardware 

 Alarm Detection Services 

 American Family Insurance - Joe Kosner 

 Bancroft Family Dental 

 Black Line Consulting 

 Cordogan Clark & Associates 

 Country Financial - Stan Butler 

 Cyclones Volleyball Club 

 Jimmy John's 

 Lindstrom Chiropractic Clinic 

Bronze Level 
 A Touch of Glass and Mirror 

 Dave Deisher Plumbing 

 Firestone 

 HAWK'EM 

 Healy Chapel 

 Konen Insurance 

 OneFinancial (armando.ramirez@onemainfinancial.com) 

 Sikich, LLP 

 State Farm Insurance - Rodrigo Menendez 

 
 
 

Thanks 
to our 

Corporate 
Sponsors 
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http://www.aplusfoundation.org/
http://www.auroradentalgroup.com/
http://www.kirhoferssports.com/
http://nwpoolandspa.com/
http://www.oldsecond.com/resources-services/locations
http://www.acehardware.com/mystore/index.jsp?store=15054
http://www.adsalarm.com/
http://insurance-agency.amfam.com/IL/joe-kosner/
http://bancroftfamilydental.com/
http://www.blacklineconsulting.com/
http://www.cordoganclark.com/
http://www.countryfinancial.com/stanley.butler
http://www.cyclonesvolleyballclub.com/
http://www.lindstromchiropractic.com/
http://www.mrtouchofglass.com/
http://www.robautoil.com/
http://www.healychapel.com/
http://www.konen.com/
http://www.sikich.com/
http://www.rodrigomenendez.com/


 

 

 

West Aurora Blackhawk Sports Boosters 
2112 West Galena Blvd., Suite 8-187 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
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SPRING 2015 NEWSLETTER 

 

Chalk Talk with Coaches Charlie  

Curran and Rich Vernon 

 

Winter Sports Wrap-Ups 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
The West Aurora Blackhawk Sports Boosters is a designated 501(c)3 charitable organiza-
tion and all gifts through donation or membership are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 
the law.  This does not apply to purchased items or purchased advertising. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 

April  25 Girls Softball 10:00 AM 

     Vs. Streamwood 

 

May 9 Boys Baseball 10:00 AM 

     Vs. Geneva 

 

May 13 Boys Volleyball 6:00 PM 

     Vs. Naperville Central 

 

www.BlackhawkSportsBoosters.org 


